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“Blessed is the country with God for God;  blessed are the people 
he’s put in his will.”   

 (Psalm 33:12 from “The Message”) 

July celebrates America!  Our birthday – our history – our freedom!  Yet – when we look around 
our nation today, the divisiveness is overwhelming.  We pray GOD BLESS AMERICA – and we ask 
God to bring us together – and we say “One nation, under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance – and 
we have “In God we Trust” on our currency.  Even with all of that – our divisions weigh heavy on 
us in our nation today – particularly over the past few years.  We all like to place the blame here or 
there.  We like to focus in on the cause of the divisiveness and weigh things back in a way that says, 
“it’s the other sides fault!”  We like to be right – or at least perceived as right! In many ways it 
seems that the words I’ve written on Facebook posts – in newsletter articles – in prayers written 
and spoken - and in sermons preached – have been dealing with the painful divisions over im-
portant issues which we have been going through – as a church, as a nation, even as a world! 

I read an article that talked about pastors (and churches too) that tend to be on either end of the 
spectrum – the “God and Country” pastor and church AND the “Woke” pastor and church – and 
how both can tend to lead to division rather than unity.  The spectrum can go from “America is 
somehow God’s chosen nation” TO “Every problem we have is caused by our nation”.  I guess I’m 
a bit of both at times. I know we aren’t just a Christian Nation in reality – but we Christians do play 
a part in our nation.  I know that we haven’t caused every problem in our nation or world – but we, 
like every other nation, make – and have made – mistakes.  We should always be praying “God 
Bless America” – but also praying – as America the Beautiful says – “God mend our every flaw” or 
“God help us to recognize our own sinfulness as a nation” and “God, heal us!” – especially as follow-
ers of Jesus. 

So maybe this 4th of July, we can put aside our differences, agree to disagree, and celebrate the 
greatness of our nation – even with all of its flaws – and remember that where we live – in America 
– we have the freedom to disagree, the freedom to debate and peacefully protest, the right to vote, 
and the opportunities to make a difference. America is not the Christian Church – but the Christian 
Church and the followers of Jesus are a part of America – and that is a good thing no matter what 
your politics or issues or frustrations might be!  As the verse says: “Blessed is the country that is 
with God and for God!”  And if you believe what God did through Jesus – YOU ARE IN THE WILL!   

No matter who you are – let’s celebrate our Freedom this July 4th!  It’s not a ‘Christian Holiday’ – 
but it is a day those who follow Jesus in our nation should celebrate – because let’s face it – we 
know the true freedom that Jesus has given to each one of us.  I believe we followers of Jesus can 
make America even better.  So my friends, join together saying GOD BLESS AMERICA – LAND 
THAT I LOVE!  And then – ask God to direct us as he would – not always on the same path – not 
always the same way – not always with our desired outcome – but always that ‘his will be done’ 

See you in church!                                                    In Jesus’ Love, 

          Pastor Dan 
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DATE TITLE SUMMARY 

07/03 

 
OLD GLORY 

On this day before July 4th, we celebrate the presence of 
God.  Paul reminds the Corinthians – and us – that true free-
dom comes from the Spirit of God.  We encounter God’s glory 
in so many ways, and we pray that God would guide us as a 
nation.  At the communion table we experience the glory of 
God, the presence of Jesus, and the freedom of the Holy Spir-
it! 

07/10 

 

A ROARING 

WITNESS 

 

Pastor Dan will do a first-person sermon this morning as 
Daniel (How appropriate!). Actually we will be looking at the 
story of Daniel in the lion’s den, and what we can still apply 
to our lives in today’s world.  God is still in the teaching busi-
ness! 

07/17 

THE KIDS ARE 

AWAY FOR 

THE WEEKEND 

The Psalmist tells us to stand quietly before God and take in 
his power.  God is our refuge and God is our strength.  How 
do we find those qualities in silence?  After the noisy week of 
Vacation Bible School we stand before God and realize in our 

stillness that he is God! 

07/24 

STAND IN THE 

CORNER 

 

Does God still punish?  The people of Israel, and the people 
of Jesus’ day, knew that there were consequences to their 
sinfulness and to their actions.  We always look for ways to 
overcome our own sins – but often forget about what God 

says to our hearts. 

07/31 

 

HOW FOOLISH 

CAN YOU BE? 

 

Welcome back Carson!  This morning we will look at the par-
able of the Rich Fool.  With inflation running rampant, the 
stock market in the pits and prices skyrocketing – with all of 
the insecurities in the world – this passage speaks to our cur-
rent situation – as we battle against consumerism and our 
need to accumulate more and more.  We will explore being 

rich toward God and not storing up treasure for ourselves! 

SERMONS 
2022 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS –2022 
 
 
July 1 – Tania Baltes 
July 5 – Janet Martin 
July 7 – Katrina Kapes and Catherine Miller 
July 11 – Annette Richards 
July 12 – Eddie Thurston 
July 13 – Dennis Ayer 
July 20 – Sara Leming 
July 21 – Peg Carter 
July 22 – Barbara Miller 
July 25 – Lon Lawson 
July 28 – Kip Volkstadt 
July 29 – Patricia Leming 
July 30 – Tim Yandle 
July 31 – Ellen Foster  
 
 

     JULY ANNIVERSARIES - 2022 
 

July   9, 2010 – Mike and Heidi Boyd 
July 10. 1971 – Lon and Sue Lawson 
July 14, 1984 – Dan and Dawn Jones 
July 16, 1994 – John and Wendy Roy 
July 18, 1987 – Bruce and Leslie Moody 
July 19, 1975 – Frank and Gwen Pote 
July 23, 1988 – Jim and Daphne Dudek 
July 26, 1996 – Tim and Pam Yandle 
July 27, 1978 – Don and Carolyn Stiltner 
July 29, 2000 – Greg and Donna Talley 
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Summit Presbyterian Church 
256 Shelton Shop Road 

Stafford, VA 22554 

Summit Presbyterian Church News  

JULY 2022 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS ALMOST HERE! 

VBS will be the week of July 11th-15th. We’d love to have your help! If you are interested in being 

a part of VBS week– in any way– see Brittlea Brown, Leona Fox, or Pastor Dan... 

      VBS  NOTES 

VBS is probably the most important children’s mission of Summit.  We have one whole week to 

share our love of Christ with our children and help them find joy in Christian activities.  Our main 

goal is to instill in the participants just how much they are “treasured” by God.  Plans for Treas-

ured VBS are well underway.  Our administrative team has been working behind the scenes order-

ing supplies, lining up VBS crew members, planning and praying for our children and for our-

selves.  We invite you to join our mission as we share our Christian journey with the children of 

our community.  This is an exciting week for our church.  Our building is filled with happy activi-

ties, music, exploration, creating and even food.  Friendships are developed between children and 

adults alike!  Come be a part of this exciting fun filled week!  

 ***As you bring in SMALL bottles of water for VBS you may store them in 

the Fellowship Hall or in Classroom # 6.   We thank you so very much for 

your support.*** 

We thank you so very much for serving our children by joining our team. 

Thank you for answering God's call to this service. 

 

VBS REGISTRATION LINK: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSfaWrBLIVIw4jXP_m0fEWCP3dS0MdpZiZa064azT3ip-iCYHw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

VBS VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION LINK: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8gghUaZHgMt_WuyrsCnRuXJzJ7pjgDyfo-m2Q-

eZP6FNnyg/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

***OR, you may register on our website: www.summitstafford.com or 

through our Facebook Page! Just look for and click on this image to register!  

 

 



 5 

Summit Presbyterian Church 
256 Shelton Shop Road 

Stafford, VA 22554 

Summit Presbyterian Church News  

JULY 2022 

 

~STEPHEN MINISTRY is resuming operations friends!  ON SUNDAY, AU-

GUST 14th we will have an interest meeting after church WITH a luncheon! Anyone who might be 

interested in becoming a STEPHEN MINISTER is welcome to join us and see what it is all about  

Our plan is to have Stephen Minister Training classes begin sometime in late September!  Any 

questions ask Pastor Dan or Heidi Boyd-Rice!  Oh – and don’t forget, if you are interested in hav-

ing a Stephen Minister for your own needs, contact Pastor Dan!     

 

~Don’t forget – WE WANT TO WELCOME NEW MEMBERS INTO OUR CHURCH FAMILY!  If you 

are interested in becoming a member of Summit – or know someone who would like to become a 

member – please let Pastor Dan know!  We plan to have a New Member interest Luncheon on 

Sunday, August 7th after Worship (@ 11:30). Tentative reception of new members will be on SUN-

DAY, AUGUST 21ST!   

 

~On Sunday, July 31st our guest preacher is Rev. Carson Rhyne!  Carson was the first pastor of 

Summit and served from 1980 through 1997 when he became the general presbyter and stated 

clerk of the Presbytery of the James.  Please plan to join us on the 31st to welcome Carson back – 

and to catch up on old times! 

 

~Our CAP committee along with representatives from Children & Youth Discipleship Teams inter-

viewed candidates for the new youth/children’s discipleship ministry leader and are pleased to 

announce that Ebonee Davis accepted the job!  Ebonee has met with pastor Dan, and will be intro-

duced to the congregation on Sunday, July 10th at the morning worship service and will begin her 

journey by getting to know our children and youth and their families.  Give her a great big Summit 

welcome when you meet her!  Looking forward to God doing great things as she begins her minis-

try with us! 
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Summit Presbyterian Church 
256 Shelton Shop Road 

Stafford, VA 22554 

Summit Presbyterian Church News– JULY 2022 

 

JUNE GRADUATES LUNCHEON 

 

The Graduates group gathered for lunch on June 8th. The June birthdays of Pastor Dan Hrach, 

Sieglinde Greenberg and Joan Alday were celebrated, along with the wedding anniversaries of 

David and Ida Lee Cann, Dan and Jan Hrach and Roc and Peg Carter. Pastor Dan offered prayer 

prior to lunch. 

Attending were; Lloyd and Joan Alday; Elizabeth Attreed; David and Ida Lee Cann and their 

granddaughter, Shelby Thorisson; Pam Dixon; Bill and Merle Gerke; Paul Gray; Ruth Heal; Millie 

Hollis; Pastor Dan Hrach; Melody and Pat Rossell; David and Shery Somerville; and Kip 

Volkstadt. 

The next Graduates luncheon will be Wednesday, July 13 th 11:30 a.m., at Bob Evans Restaurant. 

An invitation is extended to all &quot;senior&quot; adults of Summit to come and be a part of the next 

gathering. For further information, please contact Ida Lee Cann (540-623-4786) or Merle Gerke 

(540-720-8420). 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 1 

 

2 

 

3 

10:00 a.m. - 

Worship 

(COMMUNION) 

11:00 a.m. - 

Sidewalk Fellowship 

(OUTREACH TEAM) 

4 

OFFICE CLOSED- 

4TH OF JULY 

HOLIDAY 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 9 

 

10 

10:00 a.m.— 

Worship  

11:00 a.m.—Sidewalk 

Fellowship 

(PLANNING) 

11:30 a.m.—

DEACONS Meeting 

 

11 

 

7:00 p.m. - 

Stephen Ministry 

Meeting 

 

 

**VBS 

9:00 a.m.-Noon  

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**VBS 

9:00 a.m.-Noon  

13 

11:30 am.- 

GRADUATE’S 

LUNCHEON 

 

 

 

**VBS 

9:00 a.m.-Noon  

14 

8:30 a.m.–  

ROMEO 

 

 

 

 

**VBS 

9:00 a.m.-Noon  

15 

 

 

 

 

 

**VBS 

9:00 a.m.-Noon  

16 

8:00a.m.-Noon 

Community Meal 

 

 

17 

10:00 a.m.- 

 Worship  

11:00 a.m.—Sidewalk 

Fellowship 

(CHILDREN’S/YOUTH) 

 

 

18 
 

 

 

7:00 p.m.– 

Session Meeting 

19 20 

 

 

 

21 

8:00 a.m.- 

ROMEO 

 

 

 

 

 

22 23 

 

 

24 

10:00 a.m.- 

 Worship  

11:00 a.m.—Sidewalk 

Fellowship (CAP) 

__________________ 

31 

10:00 a.m.-Worship 

(C. Rhyne-Preaching) 

11:00 a.m. Sidewalk 

Fellowship  

25 26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 30 

 


